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East Gerr SECURITY INFRMATION
COUNTRY Nolisnd _ REPORT NO
TUPIC Oottbus Airfleld
EVALUATION_2® below PLACE OBTAINED___| _ | 25X1A
DATE OF CONTENT..o AFFiL to 13 May 1953
DATE OBTAINED... |l |‘25X1A DATE PREPARED. 15 June 1953
REFERENCES | e | 25X1A | .
PAGES—_ 2. ENCLOSURES (0. & TYPE)
REMARKS , S
SOURCE 25X1X

|:| 1. On 18 April 1953, there wes air activity at Cottbus airfield including
serobatics by Yak-1ls and flying in elements of two with the change

25X1X - of position. Om 20 April, aercbatics and formation flights were made in
falr weather. The same practice flighte were observed between 21 and 24
April, On 26 April, there was no air activity. On 27 April, loesl flights
vere mede by MiG-15s which had been observed at the field for the first
time on 24 April. On 27 April, about 50 MiC-158 were parked im front of
the hangers, According to an informant, about 100 MiG-15s were stetioned
at the field,

2, On 1 May, the May-day rally in Cottbus was attended by VPL of which the
first group consisted of 200 men marching in lines of eight with an
officer at the right wing of every third line. The last group which also
numbered 200 men consisted of very young soldiers wha apparently belonged
to the VP for a short periocd. *~

3. The following air activity was obssrved at the field between 4 and 11 May
1953 . ,
4. Yeay. Between 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., single-engine planes with blue
propeller hubg took off and made flights of aboubt 10 minutes, After the
landing, the pilots were exchanged., Two radio trucks, 3 trucks, 1 fire
truck, and 1 ven-like vehicle were observed near the runway. About 50
suopht-back jet fighters and 1 twin-engine plane were parked in front of
the hangars.

5.May., At 12:35 poh., a twin-engine plane came down for landing kut,
about 30 meters over the runvay, climbed again and made another local
flight over the fleld. It finally landed after the third approach flight.
There was & closed ceiling at a low altitude and drizzle.

6 VMay. About noon, ro air activity was observed. There was dull weather

and light rain. About 50 swept-back jet fighters, 22 fighlers and I twine-
engine plane were parked in front of the hangars.
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2 Yay, Four swept-back jJet Tighters were parked north of the west end
of the runway, Between 11 a.m. and 12530 p.m., aerobatics were made and
were discontinued because of heavy rain. They were resumed after 3 pom.

8 ¥ t tohters, | | 25X1
’_élaJ_le.Q_aam._ﬁmt_bméuTF | pexi
ywere parked at the west end of the

runvay. Two radlo trucks, 3 trucks, 1 ambulance and 1 van~like truck vere .
observed near the planes, Betwoen 10530 a.m. and 12:15 aon, » the planes took
off at irregular intervals, climbed rapidly to an altitude of 3,000 to 5,000
meters and rmade cwrvilinesr flights., Subsequently, the planes landed on the
runway, taxied for about 1,000 meters and took off again without returning
to the take-off point. The subsequent landing was made with extended
lancding brake. After each lending, the aircraft were being refueled,

2.an¢ 10 May, Between 11 a.m, and ncon, individual jet planes were
observed over the town while the sky wes overcast, *

11 May., Betwsen 2:30 p,m. and 3 PoM., seven Yak planes vith yellow

rropeller hubs and 2 swept-back jet fighters | | vere parked 25X1
hear the runway. Individual flichts were nade oy Yak planes and teke-offs

and lendings were practiced by jet planes. : :

In early May, about 140 aircraft crates were stored hear the loading ramp
of the Spreewaldbabn in the rortheastern corner of the field. About 100
of them were slightly darker than the remaining 40, The crites which
had been observed arriving in April had the seme appearance and were-
made of raw wood and re-inforced with squared timber about 13 x 10 en,

Each crate wicdich had a srall attachment had about the length
car and the height of a boxesr i | 25X1

On 18 May, 86 }1G-158 and 6 type-29 planes were stationod at the field.
The latter aircraft continuously made local flights, Night flring was
practiced by 2 Li-2 plene.

[ lComment, The infornation on the mmber of Jet plenes and the number
of aircraft crates observed at the field confirms the privious statenents

Mmm:f 100 jot fighters arrived at Cottbus airfield.| | 25X215X1

Therefore it is believed that the VP pilots receive initial flight training
on some old MiG-158, Thorefore it is assumed that the VP pilote wio have
progreseed in training on Yak-ll and Yak-18 planes started retraining on
¥iG=158. The informstion that the sireraft immediately took off affer Lo
landing without taxying back te the iake-off point proves tiat the Cerman
pllots of these planes were given the first flight training by Rassian
instructors,
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